April 3, 2022
From Fr. Jim. ..

Lenten Reflection: We are only one week away from Holy Week.
Let us continue to pray for those who will be baptized at the Easter
Vigil. The Third Scrutiny is celebrated with them today. They
reflect on their lives and their call to faith in light of the great
Gospel of the Raising of Lazarus from the Dead. “If only you had
been here, Lord, then our brother would not have died.” Where
would we be today, right now, without the Lord in our lives? How
can we live in this world without faith? How does faith assist us on
the journey through this world to the next one? Can you see your
faith growing or what invitations have you received from the Lord
to grow in faith in this Lenten time?

In parishes where the Rite of Scrutiny is not being

celebrated, the Cycle C readings are used. The people wanted to
stone a woman who they caught committing adultery. Only those
who were without sin were permitted to throw stones. One by
one, the accusers dropped their stones and walked away. Jesus
says to the woman: “Has no one condemned you? She replied, “No
one, sir.” Then Jesus said, “Neither do | condemn you. Go, and
from now on do not sin anymore.”

Choosing not to sin anymore, doesn’t mean sinners will
never be tempted again. But because of the Lord’s mercy and
forgiveness; dying and rising; compassion and solidarity; reprieve
and redemption we are always able to choose grace over sin and
not fall into temptation. Itis so important to continue living with
the forgiveness given to us by the Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection and live a life of thankfulness and service to God and
God’s people. In this we choose to not sin anymore.

Scripture teaches us that God did not come to condemn,
but to save. Jesus gives the gift of salvation to the adulterous
woman. Although we believe that God will not condemn us, are
we ever afraid that God will want to condemn us or change his
mind? Do we feel that we must pay for our wrongdoing to get back
into God’s graces? Are we too hard on ourselves? Do we have
trouble forgiving ourselves? Spiritually, we do not have a punishing
God. We have a forgiving, saving and merciful God. Although we
must suffer the consequences of breaking the laws of the land,
there is no sin that is too big that God will not forgive. All thatis
necessary, on our part, is to receive God’s mercy and be open to
his love no matter how undeserving. Allow his forgiveness to
change us and to move us forward away from our sinful habits and
convicted more to living our faith and to the Gospel. Live in
gratitude for the Lord’s reprieve and his generous and abundant
mercy. Celebrate God’s unconditional love always.

Whether the Cycle A readings or the Cycle C readings are
read today, we, who are preparing to renew our baptismal
promises at Easter, journey with those who are coming into God’s
church and together we examine our lives in the light of the
Scriptures for Lent. Whether we will be baptized soon, recently
baptized or baptized for a long time, conversion is a continual and
life-long process. As we learn to reject evil, grow in our
relationship with the Lord, accept mercy and forgiveness, love God
and neighbor with all our heart, mind and strength, we die with
the Lord only to live with the Lord now and forever.

Mass and Healing Service-
On Wednesday April 6™ at
7: 30 p.m. come to St.

Ignatius Church located at
5222 North Bend Road in
Monfort Heights for mass
and a healing service
sponsored by Lighthouse

Renewal Center call
513.471.LITE for more information.

Cincinnati Right to Life is hosting the annual Hearbeats for Life 5K
to support life in Greater Cincinnati will be held on April 9" at 8:30

a.m. at Lunken Field. This provides an opportunity to meet like-

minded individuals and support the incredible work of Cincinnati
Right to Life. Please visit CincinnatiRightToLife.org to purchase
tickets and find out more!

GARDEN RENOVATION — We are welcoming native plants if
anyone has some to divide or donate, as well as shrubs for along
the back fence. We are looking for volunteers to help prep the

garden, weed, plant flowers, clean, re-structure as well as maintain
the area. If this is something that interest you please send an email
to akleemanstleo@aol.com

MAKING A DIFFERENCE- Hunger impacts millions of women, men
and children around the world. Throughout Lent we have
encountered communities in Guatemala, Bangladesh and Rwanda
that are overcoming this problem so their members can have
brighter futures. How is your community working to address
hunger or other injustices locally and globally?

You can read the Sunday bulletin at: www.saint-
leo.org/Publications/StLeoSundayBulletin

You can read Fr. Jim’s letter at:
www.saint-leo.org/Publications/FromtheDeskofFrlim

There is still to help with Lenten Almsgiving is to Donate!! Our
youth is looking for plastic Easter eggs , candy to fill them, and
any small trinkets! You can see our latest needs on our Amazon
Wish List Link:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1Y65276N39W08?ref_=w
|_share. We also have a request for an electric stove. Please call
the office at 513-921-1044 if you have questions or would like to

donate these items.

Any high school senior looking for a scholarship? The Archbishop
Alter Scholarship Fund was established to promote African
American Catholic leadership. This is a four-year renewable grant.
For more information or to apply go to:
https://resources.catholicaoc.org/offices/african-american-
pastoral-ministries the deadline is April 22, 2022.



